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duke of Nassau became grand duke of Lux-
emburg.

Nassau, capital of the Bahama Islands,
British West Indies, on the northern coast of
the Island of New Providence. The town is a
popular winter resort, and the chief port of
the Bahamas. Nassau was founded by the
English in the seventeenth century; p. c.
9,000.

Nast, Thomas (1840-1902), American
illustrator and caricaturist, was born in Lan-
dau, Bavaria. His mother came to America
when he was six years old. His caricatures
powerfully influenced public opinion in the
North in favor of the war, and Lincoln
styled him 'our best recruiting sergeant.' Af-
ter the war Nast took up political cartoon
work, especially in connection with the cam-
paign against the powerful Tweed Ring in
New York City. He created the tiger as the
symbol of Tammany, the elephant to repre-
sent the Republican Party, and the donkey to
represent the Democratic Party. Besides his
periodical work, Nast illustrated a number of
books.

Natal, province of the Union of South
Africa, bounded on the north by the Trans-
vaal and Portuguese East Africa, on the east
by the Indian Ocean, and on the south and
west by the Cape of Good Hope, Basuto-
land, and Orange Free State. Area, 35,290 sq.
m., including Zululand. The province occu-
pies the seaward slope of the South African
Plateau. The climate varies from subtropical
along the coast to bracing cold in the high-
lands. Natal is rich in mineral resources,
which remain comparatively undeveloped,
however. Coal, gold, copper, tin, asbestos,
iron, lead, fire clay, marble, molybdenum,
silver, and gypsum are found. In the coastal
region, sugar cane, sweet potatoes, coffee, cot-
ton, indigo, tea, and a wide variety of trop-
ical and semi-tropical fruits are raised. The
pastures of the highlands afford excellent
grazing land, and sheep and goat raising is a
leading industry. Natal was discovered by
Vasco da Gama on Christmas Day, 1497
(hence its name). During the iSth century
the Dutch attempted unsuccessfully to col-
onize the country. They were followed in
1823 by the British, who were driven out in
1828 by Dingaan, king of the Zulus.

Natal was made an independent colony in
1856. On May 31, 1910, the colony became
an original province of the Union of South
Africa; p. 1429,398.

Natal, capital of the state of Rio Grande do
Norte, Brazil, near the mouth of the Rio

Grande and the Atlantic Coast. It is the chief
port of the state; p. 0.30,700.

Natal Grass, a native grass of South
Africa, now grown in many other warm
countries. It is a perennial, attains a height
of 3 ft. under favorable conditions, and is
valuable for pasture and hay. It has been
introduced into the Southern United States.
Natchez, The French, on settling in the
lower Mississippi valley, found a tribe of In-
dians occupying the districts which lie round
the modern city of Natchez, along St. Cath-
erine Creek. They were the Natchez, who
were related to other tribes which dwelt be-
tween the Mobile and the Mississippi, and
who have had woven around them a halo of
romance through the writings of Chateau-
briand and others. They seem to have prac-
tised agriculture, the textile and ceramic arts,
and basketry.

Natchez, city, Mississippi, county seat of
Adams co., on the Mississippi River, 214 m.
by rail and 280 m. by water n.w. of New
Orleans. The city is connected by packet lines
with other places on the Mississippi, and is
the seat of an active trade in cotton and cot-
ton products and cattle. Industries include
cotton and cottonseed-oil mills, saw and
planing mills, and an artificial ice plant. Fort
Rosalie was built by the French in 1716 on
the present site of the city. By the Treaty of
Paris (1763) the,territory passed into the
hands of the English, who soon erected a
prosperous village here. In 1779 a Spanish
force took possession, who were in turn dis-
possessed by American settlers in 1798; and
it was the capital of Mississippi from 1798
to 1820; p. 15,296.

Nathan, George Jean (1882- ), Am.
dramatic critic, born Fort Wayne, Ind.; ed.
Cornell. With H. L. Mencken founded the
American Mercury; wrote The Popular
Theatre; The Art oj the Night; Comedians
All; The American Credo.

Nathanael, a disciple of Jesus, whose
name occurs only in the Gospel of St. John.
Little is known of him except that he was
born at Cana in Galilee and was brought to
Jesus by Philip.

Nation, Carrie (Moore) (c. 1840-1911),
American anti-saloon agitator, was born in
Woodford co., Ky. She first came into promi-
nence in 1900 at Kiowa, Kans., where she
demolished the windows of three saloons.
From that day she travelled over the coun-
try, smashing saloon appurtenances in many
cities, a hatchet being her favorite weapon.
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